
Press Release on Seat Belt Use Survey 
 

While the majority of drivers in Anguilla do not wear seat belts while driving, they do 
support legislation to make seat belt use compulsory. According to an observation survey 
carried out jointly by the Primary Health Department and the Government Statistics 
Office, 84% of drivers do not wear seat belts while driving. When interviewed, 91% said 
they would support legislation that would make it compulsory for drivers to wear seat 
belts and 76% said they would support compulsory seat belt use for their back seat 
passengers. 
 
More women than men tend to wear seat belts, 21% of female drivers compared to 13% 
of males. Only 12% of passengers were observed to be wearing seat belts and only 10% 
of children wear their seat belts. Support for legislation on seat belt use shows a similar 
pattern in that, 94% of female drivers support legislation on compulsory front seat belt 
use compared with 90% of men. 
 
There is no difference between Anguillians and immigrants in the percentage that are 
against legislation for seat belt use. Only 5% of both groups are against such legislation. 
The age group showing the highest tendency not to support seat belt use are those in their 
twenties where 7% do not support such legislation. Those with a higher level of 
education tend to be against legislation, 7% for those with tertiary education compared to 
5% for secondary and only 2% of those with primary education are against such 
legislation. 
 
The survey also asked drivers about legislation to ban cell phone use while driving or 
whether they would not ban cell use completely but allow hands free cell use. 58% of 
drivers said they would support legislation to ban cell phone use while driving 
completely compared to 63% who said they would allow hands free cell use but ban all 
other kinds of cell use. The support for ban on cell phone use increases with age, in fact 
only 48% of those in their twenties would support such legislation and only 36% of teen 
drivers would give their support. 73% of those in their fifties said that they would support 
legislation to ban all cell phone use while driving. 
 
There was overwhelming support for legislation to make it compulsory that car seats for 
babies and kids be used. 97% of drivers said they would support this kind of legislation, 
2% said they didn’t care leaving 2% saying that they would be against such legislation.  
 
A complete report on this survey will be made available toward the end of January 2003. 
The study was funded by the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO). Tables are 
available from the Statistics Office or by calling 497-3901. 


